
SMART Practicum for Educational Institutions

Executive Review

The SMART Practicum is a globally focused experiential learning 
program designed to bridge academic knowledge with real-world 
innovation in smart communities, technology, and sustainable 
development. It equips students with hands-on experience 
through immersive placements in industry, government, and 
community-led projects, fostering the next generation of globally 
competent, digitally fluent changemakers.

The program strengthens institutional partnerships, enhances 
workforce readiness, and promotes knowledge exchange 
aligned with the objectives of the Smart Community Council 
USA and the broader Invest in SMART America initiative.
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Student Eligibility & Application

Requirements:
• Good academic standing
• Foundational knowledge in relevant areas 

(e.g., sustainability, digital tools, IoT)
• Statement of purpose, resume/CV, and 

faculty recommendation

Selection:
• Prioritized based on motivation, diversity, 
interdisciplinary interest, and regional relevance
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Program Structure

Component Details

Duration Weeks to a semester

Tracks
E.g. Smart Infrastructure, AI, Energy, 
Quantum, Cybersecurity, Mobility, 
Digital Resilience, more

Academic Credit Integrated with home institution 
coursework and assessments

Delivery Model In-person, hybrid, or remote depending 
on host project requirements
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Student Eligibility & Application

Requirements:
• Good academic standing
• Foundational knowledge in relevant areas (e.g., 

sustainability, digital tools, IoT)
• Statement of purpose, resume/CV, and faculty 

recommendation

Selection:
• Prioritized based on motivation, diversity, interdisciplinary 
interest, and regional relevance
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Partner Hosts Roles

International SMART 
corporations

Industry-focused research, 
planning, and tech deployment

Governments & NGOs Community development, 
civic tech, public policy

Academic & Innovation Hubs
Education equity, smart 
learning environments, AI in 
curriculum

SCE-affiliated Trade Missions

Business diplomacy, 
workforce resilience, 
sustainability pilots

Placement & Mentorship

Each student is paired with: 
• A local mentor from the host organization 
• A faculty advisor from the home institution 



Integrated Academic Component

• Reflective journals & practitioner blogs
• Mid-term and final presentations
• Applied research projects (e.g., smart 
mobility audits, policy briefs, equity 
mapping)
• Evaluation from host and faculty based 
on SMART competencies



Post-Practicum Engagement

• Capstone presentation and digital portfolio
• Final report submission
• Alumni inclusion in SCE speaker series, film 
documentaries, and community-of-practice 
groups



Funding & Administration

Resource
Example Support

Scholarships & grants From institutions, foundations, host partners

Living/travel stipends Based on need or project region

Institutional MOU & host MOAs
Developed jointly with SMART Community Council 

USA

Program Management
Led by SCE-aligned campus liaison or global learning 

office



Please join us in equipping 
students with hands-on 
experience through 
immersive placements in 
industry, government, and 
community-led projects—
fostering the next generation 
of globally competent, smart 
changemakers.
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